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This document has been created by volunteer Snake Island cottagers for the Snake
Island community. There are several links to the SICA website, www.snakeisland.ca
that require SICA member access. This is primarily information that contains
personal names and/or contact information.
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1

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We recognize that we are writing this from the traditional territory of several nations, including
the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabe, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee, and the
Wendat peoples. Our island home on Lake Simcoe sits on leased land in the traditional territory
of the Ojibwe (or Anishinaabeg) and the Chippewas of Georgina Island.

2

MESSAGE FROM THE SICA PRESIDENT

Hello to all, both newcomers to Snake Island and existing & long-term residents of the Island.
I hope that you are enjoying your time on Snake Island and will continue to do so. This Island is
such a special place for so many reasons as I am sure you are finding out.
The information contained within this document is meant to be a resource for all Snake Island
Cottagers. Some information requires SICA member access.
I personally have been on the Island for forty (40) plus years and have many fond memories of
family and friends over those years. The Island is unique. It is a community if you would like it
to be, or it can be a place within your own property to escape the rigors of work and city life. For
me, it has been a place to be with my family once again as we are spread-out all-over Ontario
and further abroad within and outside of Canada. No matter where life takes us, we always seem
to be able to return here to this special Island.
I hope that you all utilize this document as a resource and participate in the events mentioned
here. You will receive notification of events through the Snake Island Newsletter (The Snake
Charmer). If you are aware of a new person/family on Snake Island, please inform them that they
are welcome to join the Snake Island Cottagers’ Association (SICA) or pass along the
information to the Executive member contacts.
As President, I would like to say, on behalf of the Executive and the Directors, welcome to all
newcomers and hello to all current Snake Islanders. I look forward to seeing you around the
Island and thank you for your continued trust and participation with SICA.
Keith R. Sandford
President
Snake Island Cottagers Association
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3

GEORGINA ISLAND FIRST NATIONS (GIFN)

The Chippewas of Georgina Island manage three Islands: Georgina, Snake and Fox Island. They
own property at Virginia Beach and Island Grove near the town of Keswick. GIFN members live
on Georgina Island with approximately 98 homes and 200 leasing properties. Snake Island has
227 cottage leases and Fox Island has 64 properties.
The GIFN Lands Department is responsible for all leasing activity, Indian Registration,
Membership, Wills and Estates and all Elections and Treaty Votes. The Lands Department is
responsible for issuing all leasing documents, assignments of leases, addendums,
relinquishments and mortgages. The Lands Department issues Evidence of Title documents for
GIFN Members who transfer or sell land to other Members and register all documentation with
Indian Lands Registry in Ottawa. Georgina Island First Nation is a signatory to the Framework
Agreement on First Nation Land Management.
The total GIFN population is 725 and they administer their membership as a Section 10 Band
under the Indian Act through the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development
Canada (AANDC). When a person confirms their status from AANDC they may then apply for
Band Membership, which entitles that person to vote in elections and hold property on the First
Nation. An application must be completed and submitted to the Membership Committee, which
is reviewed and approved. If they meet the criteria, their names are posted on a Band Council
Resolution for 60 days in the Band Office; after that time, they are then added to the Membership
Registrar. Their office issues Certificates of Indian Status and records all marriages, divorce, and
birth and death events.
GIFN elections are held every four years and are governed under the Indian Act. Only GIFN
Members may vote. There are 4 positions for Council and one Chief. Only members living on
the Reserve may nominate for both Chief and Council, while off-Reserve members may
nominate people for the position of Chief only, however they may still cast their ballots for both
Chief and Council positions.
For background info on GIFN taking over management of their lands from Indian Affairs:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/georgina-island-first-nation-land-code-1.5281769

3.1

GIFN and Snake Island Contact Information

GIFN Lands Management:
Lands Manager – Sylvia McCue sylvia.mccue@georginaisland.com P:705-437-3614; F: 705437-3281
Lands Assistant – Nancy Carr nancy.carr@georginaisland.com
Caretaker – Snake & Fox Island – Ed McCue P: 905-989-2821 - assisted by Mike McCue and
Peter Morrison
The Chippewas of Georgina - Georgina Island Administration Office – R.R.#2 Box N-13
Sutton West, Ontario L0E 1R0 Phone (705) 437-1337 Fax (705) 437-4597
SICA – Snake Island Cottagers Information Guide
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4

HISTORY OF SNAKE ISLAND

After the war of 1812, the Chippewas of Lake Simcoe and Matchedash Bay turned over 250,000
acres between Lake Huron and Lake Simcoe to the crown, then surrendered almost 2 million
more acres in 1815 and 1818. With the proceeds of the surrender, Chief Joseph Snake bought
Georgina, Snake, and Fox Islands and moved his people to Snake Island. In 1828, the Methodist
missionaries began converting the islanders to Christianity. The missionaries encouraged the
Chippewas to farm and Chippewa orphans to become native preachers. In 1830, the colonial
powers decided to move them to land near Coldwater. A few years later, Lieutenant Governor
Sir Francis Bond Head tried to convince them to move to Manitoulin Island, but Chief Snake
refused and instead returned his Band back to Snake Island, now overgrown with weeds. Over
time, the Band gradually trickled back to Georgina Island, and by the late 1800’s only 2 families
remained. (From ‘Secrets of the Lakes’, by Monica Firm, published 2002)
For more information on Snake Island history, including Islander memories:
https://williamstreatiesfirstnations.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Lake-Simcoe-Treaty-No.16.pdf
https://snakeisland.ca/historical-notes/
https://snakeisland.ca/snake-island-memories/

4.1

Front Lots and Back Lots

The majority of cottages on Snake Island are Front Lots where lessees have direct lakefront
access from their cottages. Approximately 20% of the cottages on Snake Island are known as
‘Back Lots’. These Back Lots do not have direct access to the waterfront from their cottages.
Instead, they use a series of right-of-ways throughout the Island to access shared water frontage.
A map of Snake Island with lot numbers can be found at https://snakeisland.ca/map/

4.2

Use of Cottage Right-of-Ways

Right-of-ways are generally in place for back lot cottager’s access to the lake. Back lot cottagers
should confirm with GIFN which right of way is allocated for your back lot. Docks and seating
areas should be installed with the knowledge of the other assigned lots and the Band. Any issues
you may encounter related to the right-of-way should be discussed with the Island Caretaker, Ed
McCue or his delegate.

4.3

Winter on the Island

During the winter season, when ice conditions permit, ice fishing is a popular regional activity.
Commercial fishing operators are based in Georgina, not the Island itself.
Many cottagers traverse the frozen lake to use their cottages in the winter months. Many people
walk, snowshoe and ski across; snowmobiles and ATVs are also frequently used. There is a
period during winter when the island is difficult or impossible to access due to thin ice on either
SICA – Snake Island Cottagers Information Guide
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the Island or mainland shorelines, so prepare accordingly as you could be stranded on the Island
or unable to reach the Island from the mainland. The ice and lake are unpredictable and
conditions can change in an instant, so use caution when crossing: all crossings are at your own
risk.

5

SNAKE ISLAND COTTAGERS’ ASSOCIATION
(SICA)

Snake Island Cottagers Association (SICA) is a group of seasonal cottagers committed to
looking after the welfare and interests of lessees on Snake Island.
The Association has a Board consisting of the Past President and 14 directors elected by the
membership at the Annual General Meeting.
The AGM is generally held in the month of June.
The Board of Directors and constitution can be found on snakeisland.ca

5.1

How SICA shares information and news

SICA circulates at least one newsletter annually and sends email updates throughout the year
about issues of interest to SICA members.
SICA Website
www.snakeisland.ca
SICA’s website provides cottager information that pertains specifically to Snake Island (i.e.
Regatta information, current issues, etc.).
2. Members-Only areas of the website: Some information on the SICA website is limited to
SICA members only. The restrictions are implemented to protect the privacy of the
association, the Board and the Snake Island community as a whole. As an example Regatta
results which may contain Lot numbers and names would be restricted. You can register on
the website at https://snakeisland.ca/register/ , the request is sent to the website administrator
who validates the person is a SICA member and updates the access accordingly.
1.

Social Media / Facebook links:
Cottagers of Snake Island - https://m.facebook.com/groups/cottagersofsnakeisland
Snake Island Insiders (for leaseholders only) https://www.facebook.com/groups/2875107715891100
SICA works with the volunteer administrator of these Facebook pages. A SICA Board member
will post SICA updates accordingly. Email to SICA members is the primary method of SICA
SICA – Snake Island Cottagers Information Guide
Version 1.0 – Aug 2022

Page 8 of 23

Communications and is viewed as a membership benefit. As such not all SICA communications
will be posted on Facebook.

5.2

Benefits of SICA membership

1. Ongoing and future negotiations and communications with the Band.
It is crucial that Islanders maintain a good relationship with the Band to ensure open
communications, information sharing and common understanding of the Band’s stewardship
initiatives on Snake Island. SICA is one way that we can ensure ongoing good relations and
open communication.
2. Website Hosting, Development & Maintenance
Maintaining and updating the Snake Island website snakeisland.ca and access to the
“Members Only” content of snakeisland.ca, including news, Regatta results, pictures,
historical notes, newsletters, meeting agendas and minutes, the SICA constitution, archives
and more!
3. Liability insurance for Regatta & public docks
Without insurance we would not be able to hold Regatta each year or lease the Sheppard
Wharf Dock on the mainland.
4. Organization and funding of events, such as:
Regatta, mosquito control: larvicide to reduce mosquito population and vector-borne
diseases.
Past events included CPR, Boat Smart and fire safety courses
5. Leasing the Sheppard’s Wharf Dock (Government dock)
SICA leases the Sheppard’s Wharf Dock from the Town of Georgina, to ensure current and
future Islander convenient access to the Island.
The dock is on the mainland (between Island Grove Marina and East Point Dock) at the base
of Sheppard Ave.
This dock is used as a place where people without their own mainland slips can briefly park
their boats (for up to four hours), while they head into town for groceries, etc. Individuals
who exceed the four-hour limit may be fined by the Town of Georgina
6. Environmental protection donations to and participation with environmental groups
such as:
Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition and other charities as approved by SICA membership.
7. Paid SICA members also have a chance to win a draw prize (approximate value $250)
at every Regatta

SICA – Snake Island Cottagers Information Guide
Version 1.0 – Aug 2022

Page 9 of 23

5.3

How to pay SICA membership fees

The yearly SICA membership fee is $50 per cottage. The membership year is April through
March, aligned with the fiscal year. Ideally SICA membership fees are paid via e-transfer at the
start of the cottage season. Cash and cheque are accepted at the AGM in June and the Regatta
membership table first weekend of August. Etransfers can be sent to
membership@snakeisland.ca (please include your lot number, your name and email address in
the comments).
Timely membership payment ensures continued SICA email communication and website access.
Questions? Send us a message at membership@snakeisland.ca

5.4

SICA Board of Directors

Please feel free to reach out to any member of the SICA Board of Directors if you have any
questions or need any clarifications:
The current SICA Board of Directors contact information can be found at
https://snakeisland.ca/sica-directors/

5.5

SICA Annual General Meeting (AGM)

This annual meeting is held in June on the Island as per the by-laws. All paid up members of
SICA are welcome to attend and vote on pertinent SICA matters.

5.6

Island Regatta

Regatta is a Snake Island tradition that goes back to 1952. It is a multi-event celebration held
annually on the August long weekend and is well attended by Snake Islander families and
friends. Regatta activities include a boat parade, races, horseshoes, volleyball, silent auction,
memorabilia and merchandise, food and fun - there is something for everyone.
Refer to https://snakeisland.ca/regatta/ for full details

6
6.1

COTTAGE LEASE
Timelines

Individual Snake Island Cottagers own the right to lease the land but they do NOT own the land.
All individual Snake Island Cottagers are in a 40-year lease with GIFN, terminating March 31,
2041.
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Each Cottager’s lease fee is payable to GIFN on April 1st of each year and a separate property
tax payment is due twice per year. The lease fee is expected to increase every five years, in years
ending with 1 and 6.

6.2

Notices, By-laws, Laws and where to find them

Georgina Island First Nation/Chippewas of Georgina post some by-laws on their website
https://georginaisland.com/community-services/by-laws/
First Nations Gazette
The First Nations Gazette website is where all Laws, By-laws, Codes and other enactments for
Canadian First Nations are published https://fng.ca/
Notices, By-laws, and Laws specifically applicable to Snake Island can be found on the First
Nations Gazette website by searching under Part II, using Chippewas of Georgina.

7

COTTAGE PROPERTY TAX

In 2018 the Chippewas of Georgina (GIFN) submitted proposed laws for Property Assessment
and Property Taxation to the First Nations Tax Commission (FNTC). These proposed laws were
approved by the FNTC and enacted by GIFN in July 2018.
There are two tax districts under the GIFN Property Tax laws, Georgina Island tax district and
Snake and Fox Islands Tax District.
The laws were implemented in 2019 and transitioned over four years from a common service fee
per lease to an annual property tax per lease based on assessed property value.
The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) was engaged by GIFN to perform
property assessments in 2018 for the purposes of assessing taxes on Cottage properties. Cottagers
were provided with an assessment appeal process with both MPAC and GIFN on their
assessments.
As per the First Nations Fiscal Management Act (FMA) standards, GIFN must submit proposed
annual expenditure law and annual rates law to FNTC for approval.
The Snake and Fox Islands Tax Advisory Board has three representatives from Snake Island and
two representatives from Fox Island. SICA Tax Advisory representatives can be reached at
sicataxboard@snakeisland.ca . GIFN is represented by the Property Tax Administrator, Band
Manager, Financial Consultant and Island Grove Band Office Staff Member.
Where to find Property Tax related information:


First Nations Gazette (FNG) https://fng.ca/ is the primary source of First Nations’
legislation and public notification. There are three Parts: Part 1 - Public Notices; Part 2 Laws, By-laws, Codes, Other Enactments; and Part 3 - Policies, Procedures and
Standards. It is searchable by Parts, First Nation, text search and more. You can find the
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8

property tax related laws by browsing FNG Part II by Chippewas of Georgina and then
by year. https://partii-partiii.fng.ca/fng-gpn-ii-iii/7159/en/nav_su_date.do
GIFN does have a section on their website for property tax administration as well
https://georginaisland.com/property-tax-admin/
First Nations Tax Commission is the governing body. Information on Property Taxation
on Reserve - the Fiscal Management Act and related standards can be found at
https://fntc.ca/overview-section83-fma/

SNAKE ISLAND GARBAGE AND WASTE
MANAGEMENT

Garbage Pickup dates and days
Garbage is picked up Monday mornings from opening in April until June 30th each year. From
July 1st until Labour Day Monday, garbage is picked up on both Mondays and Thursdays. From
the Tuesday after Labour Day until the closing of Ferry Services at East Point Marina, pickup
reverts back to Mondays only.
All garbage must be in garbage bags, and secured in animal proof cans/containers. (Containers
can be purchased from East Point).
Recycling: Drop-off containers are provided at the East Point parking lot. Cottagers should
ensure they are recycling responsibly and bringing their recyclables to the mainland.
Special pickups: Call Mike McCue at East Point Marina (905-989-2821) to arrange special large
item picks, drop-off of large items and rental of dumpsters.

Scrap metal and Large Item pickup:
Several dates are arranged with GIFN Waste Management for scrap metal and large item pick
up. Pickup dates are shared through SICA membership emails, posted on the SICA website and
the Snake Island Insiders Facebook. The cost of these pickups is paid through property taxes.
Please ensure that when you leave your SCRAP METAL and LARGE ITEM at the road for
pickup you do so such that
- Items are stacked neatly and safely, no sharp edges
- Items are of a size and weight that 2 people can lift and move comfortably
- Items are placed at the road on the weekend leading up to the pickup. Please DO NOT
put items out any earlier than 5 days prior to the scheduled pickup date.
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-

-

DO NOT include any household hazardous waste in your items. (If you are uncertain if it
is hazardous waste checkout https://www.york.ca/yorkregion/facilities/east-gwillimburyhousehold-hazardous-waste-and-recycling-depot)
DO NOT use this pickup opportunity to unload all the junk in your cottage. If you need
bulk waste removal, you can make arrangements with the Administration Office at 905989-2821 to meet your needs

Please respect the waste management staff and the environment by ensuring you are disposing of
your trash responsibly and safely.
Check snakeisland.ca homepage for scheduled pick up dates.

9
9.1

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES AND PROVIDERS
Marinas and Ferry Services

East Point Marina
Owners: Ed & Mike McCue
Peter Morrison - Ferry Driver
967 Lake Drive North, Keswick, Ontario L4P 3E9
(905) 989-2821 https://www.facebook.com/eastpoint.ferry
Check out available services and rates at https://snakeisland.ca/east-point-marina-ferry-service/
Island Grove Marina
Owner: Mike Sanderson
Deb Fielding - Ferry Driver
987 Lake Drive North, Keswick, ON, L4P 3E9905.476.7600
https://www.islandgrovemarina.com/
https://www.islandgrovemarina.com/hours-of-operation-2022
Notes:
- Ferry hours vary during the summer - be sure to check seasonal changes by consulting the
links above.
- Cottagers should arrive at the mainland marina at least 15 minutes before the last departure.

9.2

Local Island Trades

A list of Local Island Trades people can be found on the SICA website at
https://snakeisland.ca/trades/
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9.3

Construction and Building Permit Processes

All permits and permissions must be coordinated through GIFN and East Point Marina and Ed
McCue. Permission must be obtained before cutting down any trees, alive or dead.
Building Permits and Approvals
Ruth Fontaine:
Ruth.fontaine@georginaisland.com
705-437-1337 ext. 2225
Ruth is an experienced building inspector. She was with the Town of Georgina for many years.
She will be handling the applications and permits for GIFN as well as doing the inspections. Her
desk is in the Lands Department of the Georgina Island Band Office.
Copies of the building permit package can be obtained from the staff at East Point or by
contacting Ruth Fontaine of the Lands Department.

10

WATER

10.1 Potable Water
There is no potable water on Snake Island. Some cottagers draw water from Lake Simcoe using a
pumping system; some have wells; some have cisterns which have lake water pumped into them.
Many cottagers purchase UV systems to filter the water, or install a “Rainfresh” multi-stage filter
at the tap. Note that UV systems do not filter out sediment, only pathogens.

10.2 Private Well Water testing
Water sampling bottles and additional information regarding private wells, well water testing and
sample drop-off locations are available from the Regional Municipality of York, Public Health
Department.
Georgina Water Sample Drop-Off: Water samples may be dropped off at the Town of
Georgina Civic Centre on Tuesdays and Thursdays only from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

10.3 Waste Water Disposal System - Health and Best Practices
Each cottage on the Island has its own solid waste and waste water disposal system. All systems
must conform to Ontario guidelines for proper disposal and control of black and grey water.
Some cottagers use incinerators or composting toilets.
The following links provide relevant and useful information regarding septic systems.
Section 8 of the Ontario Building Code
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https://www.buildingcode.online/section8.html
Ontario Onsite Wastewater Association Home Owner Resources
https://www.oowa.org/homeowner-resources/
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations - Cottage Country Septic Systems – An Overview
https://foca.on.ca/septic-systems/

10.4 Inspections
Per the Ontario Building Code, GIFN is required to carry out mandatory inspection of existing
septic systems, holding tanks and any other onsite sewage systems that are located within 100m
of Lake Simcoe.
The purpose of this program is to help protect our drinking water and environment, and to
support the implementation of the Clean Water Act and the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.
These inspections are prescribed to occur every 5 years. The first half of inspections were
completed in 2021.
For more information on septic inspections contact Ruth Fontaine of the Lands Department.

11

WIRELESS INTERNET (BELL CANADA)

Contact Bell wireless satellite: water access department, Jennifer (877) 764-3103.
If you have issues with installation or signal on an existing account, call 1-866-242-0008. Your
request will go to lead installer Kenny Madill, employee ID no. B55984.
For sales, to set up an account for Wi-Fi, satellite TV, or a land line, call 310-BELL.

12

ISLAND ETIQUETTE AND INFORMATION

12.1 ATVs
All ATVS must have four (4) wheels. Minimum age for a driver is 16 years of age or older. The
maximum speed on all Island paths is 15 km/hour.
All ATVS on the Island must be registered with Mike McCue and/or Peter Morrison at East
Point Marina. Registration requires filling out a form in the office and supply an hard copy photo
of your ATV. There is no charge to register an ATV. ATVs must not be ridden on the Island
from sunset until sun up. Please keep speeds slow at all times, as there are children at play
around the island, walkers, joggers and bikers on all the paths.
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Refer to the ATV By-Law at https://georginaisland.com/community-services/by-laws/

12.2 Noise
Please be respectful of your neighbours! Noise should be kept to a minimum from 11 pm to 7 am.

12.3 Pets
All dogs on Snake Island should be leashed when off property, and all Islanders must pick-up
after their animals and dispose of the bags in their own garbage pails.
If you are unable to rectify issues involving neighbour’s pets, contact the East Point
administration office.
Refer to the Animal Control By-Law at https://georginaisland.com/community-services/by-laws/

12.4 Fireworks and celebrations
If you choose to celebrate with fireworks, try to keep your displays small and contained, less
noisy. Be considerate and consult with neighbours first, and be mindful of pets and wildlife.

12.5 Open Fires
Open fires are allowed unless GIFN and/or East Point Marina issues a fire ban which will be
posted at the marina office, snakeisland.ca and Facebook. All fires must be attended to and
completely extinguished afterwards.
Refer to the Open Air By-Law at https://georginaisland.com/community-services/by-laws/

13

BOATING

In Ontario you need a pleasure craft operating card - also known as a PCOC and commonly
referred to as a boating license - to operate a watercraft.
Licences can be obtained from the BoatSmart Website:
https://www.boatsmartexam.com/ca/

13.1 General Boating Guidelines
There is a general, non-posted 10 kph speed limit within 30 metres (100') from shore in the
waters of Ontario. Penalties are fines up to $500, or six months imprisonment.
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A boat pulling a skier perpendicular (directly away) from shore or within a buoyed water ski area
is exempt from the "30-metre" rule. Under the Small Vessel Regulations governing water skiing,
a spotter, not operating the boat, is required on board. You must have a seat for each person
being towed in case recovery is necessary. Only personal watercraft (PWC's) designed to carry at
least three people can be used for towing water skiers (driver, spotter, skier). Towing activities
are not allowed in the period from one hour after sunset to sunrise. See https://wswc.ca/towingrules-and-regulations-keep-safe-on-the-water/
GIFN recently posted a sign related to boat mooring on the North East side of the Island, more
specifically the Sandy Beach area. The sign is posted at the shoreline near lot 241.

13.2 Drinking Alcohol and Boating Laws
Per boatsmartexam.com: In Ontario, if your boat is equipped with a permanent toilet, cooking
facilities, and sleeping facilities, boat passengers may legally consume alcohol. However, the
boat must be anchored or docked.
In accordance with Ontario's Liquor License Act:
“Sec. 32 (3): No person shall operate or have care or control of a boat that is underway while
there is contained in the boat any liquor, except under the authority of a license or permit.”
“Sec.32 (4): Exception-Subsection (3) does not apply if the liquor in the boat, (a) is in a
container that is unopened and the seal unbroken, (b) is stored in a closed compartment."”
Impaired boating is the same as impaired driving. Whether you drive a boat or a car, in Ontario
the same penalties apply if you foolishly drink and drive and put people's lives at risk.
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1459/impaired-boating-is-the-same-as-impaired-driving.
For complete and current regulations go to https://www.boatsmartexam.com/ca/canadianboating-regulations/
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14

DOCKS

Most cottagers have their own dock which they put in each spring and remove at the end of each
season. There are three permanent docks:
1. The Old West Dock is located in the right of way between Lot 133 and Lot 135,
2. The New West Dock is located on the right of way between Lot 171 and 172
3. The East Dock is located on the right of way between Lot 21 and Lot 22.
During inclement weather, the ferry might not be able to pull into an individual dock, so they
might have to dock at one of the permanent docks and you would then have to make your way to
your cottage from that dock. Be prepared!

15

ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDELINES

If you have questions about environmental issues please email environmental@snakeisland.ca
If you need to report any environmental issues contact the GIFN Environmental/By-Law
Coordinator, Brandon Stiles at brandon.stiles@georginaisland.com , 705-437-1337 ext.2233

15.1 Dog-strangling vine (DSV)
Dog strangling vine (DSV) is an invasive species that has been an issue on Snake Island for a
number of years.
For complete information about this invasive species, including how to dispose of it visit
https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2016/06/OIPC_BMP_DogStranglingVine.pdf

15.2 Larvicide
Early in the cottage season SICA purchases and distributes larvicide to control the mosquito
population on Snake Island.
For more information on mosquito control on Snake Island visit
https://snakeisland.ca/mosquitocontrol/

15.3 Emerald Ash Borer
Background
As many of you have now noticed, many dead or dying trees on the Island have been affected by
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). EAB is an invasive species native to East Asia that is assumed
to have come to Canada in the 1990s. Lacking any natural predators, its population has increased
exponentially, decimating millions of ash trees throughout the country.
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EAB infestation is an unfortunate occurrence that has been happening throughout Canada and
the United States since EAB introduction. Within a decade, the borer can destroy approximately
99% of all ash trees in its range. After adult beetles move on, remaining juvenile species will
eventually grow and further impede forest recovery.
What’s being done about the EAB on Snake Island?
In the fall of 2021, Chippewas of Georgina Island Administration conducted an assessment of
the EAB damage as part of their monitoring and management program.
What should you do if you have damaged ash trees on your lot?
If you have ash trees on your lot that have been damaged by the EAB and have not yet been in
contact with SICA, please message environmental@snakeisland.ca Be sure to provide your
name, telephone number, email address, and lot number. If you have photos of the trees, those
are also appreciated. We will share this information with the First Nation.
Can you cut down dead/dying Ash trees on your lot?
Yes, however all cottagers must get Ed McCue’s permission in advance. Cottagers may obtain
permission from the First Nation to remove only trees of concern. Please note that the First
Nation assumes no liability for any tree removal by or on behalf of lease holders. All
arrangements and fees associated with tree removal are the responsibility of the lease holder.
The following tree removal services have worked locally on Georgina Island.
-

Weller Tree Service https://www.wellertreeservice.ca/contact
Amik Tree Service http://amiktree.ca/

Snake Island cottager arborist: Cody Szwejk (Skene) – contact info https://snakeisland.ca/trades/
Other Certified Arborists can be found through the International Society of Arboriculture
website.
Where can you find more information on EAB?
http://www.invadingspecies.com/invaders/forest/emerald-ash-borer/
Additional materials:
2017 EAB inventory on Snake Island https://www.georginaisland.com/wpcontent/uploads/2018/10/Ash-Tree-Survey-Snake-Island-2017.pdf

15.4 Lake Simcoe Protection Act - Bill 106 2006
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/08l23
An Act to establish a natural heritage system and watershed protection area for Lake Simcoe and
the Nottawasaga River:
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The quality of the drinking water supplied to the residents of the County of Simcoe depends
primarily on the quality of the source waters that feed Lake Simcoe. Those source waters and
Lake Simcoe are vulnerable to degradation and contamination from various sources and
activities, including, but not limited to, wastewater discharges to surface water and groundwater
and land uses for urban, suburban, rural, mining, silvicultural, agricultural or recreational
purposes that result in non-point source runoff of pollution or in adverse changes in the natural
rate at which water flows into and through a delineated drainage basin.
Ontario is a leader in natural heritage conservation and source water protection, as shown by the
success of the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Act, 2001 and the Greenbelt Act, 2005.
In order to protect Lake Simcoe, it is important to establish a comprehensive protection program
for the natural heritage system and watershed for Lake Simcoe and the Nottawasaga River.
For more information on Lake Simcoe protection, see also: https://www.lsrca.on.ca/
Background Information
From CBC News August 2019
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-newsletter-cottage-eco-friendly-1.5233326
Ontarians go to the "cottage," Albertans head to a "cabin" and Quebeckers hang out in a "chalet."
The concept has different names across the country, but the general idea is to find a rustic,
secluded oasis. It's a way to reconnect with nature and it's become a summer ritual for many
Canadians.
In order to get there, though, we drive for hours in a car loaded with people, pets and provisions.
Once there, we typically keep ourselves busy with activities like boat rides and fishing, as well as
munching on our favourite snacks dockside, which means having to deal with the packaging
afterward.
Indeed, many of us don't realize that this quintessential Canadian tradition comes with a cost to
the environment.
Liann Bobechko, deputy editor of Cottage Life magazine, acknowledges that what is meant to be
a return to nature also has an ecological downside. But she said that "climate change is on
everyone's mind for cottagers."
While driving to the cottage in a gasoline-powered car creates a carbon footprint, Bobechko says
that cottagers can reduce this by carpooling, taking a smaller vehicle or driving more slowly,
which increases fuel efficiency.
Fuelling up for a weekend away may also include getting extra gas for watercrafts. Bobechko
suggests cottagers look into electric- or solar-powered boats or try paddle boards instead of SeaDoos or kitesurfing instead of motor boats. (An added bonus is that these alternatives would
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reduce noise pollution on the lake and create fewer waves, which can erode the shoreline and
disturb the wildlife that lives and breeds there.)
Then there's the physical waste. After a weekend of fun at a cabin, having to sort through
garbage, organic waste and recycling can be frustrating, and many seasonal residents are
unfamiliar with a municipality's landfill and recycling policies.
For close to a decade, the municipality of Highlands East, on the outskirts of Bancroft, Ont., has
sold a "cottage kit" for a nominal fee. The kit includes separate plastic bags for household
garbage, recycling, fibres and information on hazardous waste disposal dates.
The district of Kootenay in British Columbia has expanded its recycling options to take in items
such as styrofoam, aerosol cans and Ziploc bags at some landfills in order to cope with increased
seasonal residents and tourists in recent years.
Even if the municipality you're in doesn't have a separate organics program at the landfill, it
doesn't mean you can't buy a composter or digester for your cottage to take care of bones and
food scraps. (But don't forget to toss spices with strong smells in the garbage — they can attract
unwanted furry guests.)
Looking for more advice on how to reduce your environmental footprint at the cabin? Here are
some tips from Cottage Life. (Note: Some of them apply to owners rather than renters.)
● Even if a soap says it's biodegradable, don't use it in the lake.
● Check in with your local conservation society or cottagers' association to stay informed
about ecologically sensitive areas on the lake.
● Buy your groceries at a local farmers' market. Work with your guests so you don't have
too much food and get them to take leftovers home with them.
● Monitor your septic system regularly to ensure it's working properly and not overloaded
and draining into the lake.
● Looking to remodel? Cottagers are returning to a vintage esthetic with deep window
overhangs, meaning that the sun doesn't stream into the building and keeps the cabin cool
during those scorching summer afternoons.

15.5




Other
Please take care to use environmentally responsible products (e.g., soaps, sunscreens, and
cleaners) to protect the Lake
Ensure that all fishing bait is properly disposed of on the mainland (no dumping worms,
minnows, etc on the Island or in the Lake)
If you are transporting your watercraft between lakes:
i) inspect for and remove invasive species (haul, trailer, etc.)
ii) discharge water from fishing gear, tanks, and buckets prior to entering new
waterbodies
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16

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

What to do in the event of a fire/emergency whether on Snake Island or on
the water:
Call 911 and state which Island you are on (Snake Island) and your Lot Number.
The dispatcher will usually call Pete Morrison’s cell phone and he will make arrangements with
the ferry. If an emergency occurs during the office hours, call the office AFTER calling 911. A
few cottagers with medical conditions have Pete’s cell phone already.

16.1 Snake Island Police
The Georgina Island Police have been in existence since 1978 under the Ontario First Nation
Policing program, which is administered by the OPP. There are currently three officers and one
civilian employee. The Georgina Island Police provide general policing services to Georgina,
Snake, and Fox Islands as well as emergency response on Lake Simcoe.
Georgina Island Police Station – 217 Bear Road



(705) 437-2880: Calls for service – sent to OPP communications centre to be dispatched
to their officers
(705) 437-1078. For administrative calls during regular business hours – Mon-Fri 8am to
4pm

16.2 Other Emergency/Non-Emergency Contacts:
Fire Non-Emergency
 Keswick Fire Hall (Station 1-4) 165 the Queensway S., Keswick, ON, L4P 3S9 Phone:
905-476-2332; Fax: 905-476-7740; Email: georginafire@georgina.ca
 Sutton Fire Hall (Station 1-6) 37 Snooks Rd., Sutton, ON
 Pefferlaw Fire Hall (Station 1-8) 270 Pefferlaw Rd., Pefferlaw, ON
Other non-emergencies:
Contact York Regional Police toll free at 1-866-876-5423.
Ambulance Non-Emergency: (705) 737-3861
Veterinary Emergency:
The closest Veterinarian Clinics to Snake Island
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Yorkwood Veterinary
24018 Woodbine Ave Unit 9 (Zehrs mall) Keswick, ON L4P 0M3
905-476-5967 www.yorkwoodveterinaryclinic.com/
Keswick Veterinary Clinic
23 The Queensway South. Keswick, ON L4P 1Y8
905-476-3802 www.keswickveterinaryclinic.com
Dalton Veterinary Clinic
21025 Dalton Road Unit 1, Jackson Point, ON L0E 1L0
905-722-3534 www.daltonroadveterinaryclinic.com

24-Hour Vet:
404 Veterinary Emergency and Referral Hospital,510 Harry Walker Parkway South, Newmarket,
ON L3Y 0B3. Main: (905) 953-1933. Hospital Hours: Mon-Sun: Open 24 hours
Emergency Dental:
Dental Emergency Clinic – 8am - 11pm daily – 641 Davis Drive, Unit 100 Newmarket 905-2525555
Animal control:
East Gwillimbury and Georgina Island Animal Services - Call 1-888-644-5634
24-hour Pharmacy:
Shoppers Drug Mart - Aurora - 14729 Yonge St (905) -727-4275
Emergency Room & urgent care options:





Southlake Regional Health Centre 596 Davis Dr, Newmarket, L3Y 2P9
Georgina Health Centre 716 The Queensway S, Keswick 905-535-6000
Woodbine Medical Centre – 76 Arlington Dr, Keswick 905-476-0308
Georgina Family Medical Centre 417 The Queensway S, Keswick 905-989-7800

Local dump & hazardous waste drop offs:
Georgina Waste Transfer Station – 23068 Warden Ave, Keswick 1-866-665-6752
Hydro outage:
Call Hydro One 1-800-434-1235 or report online. You can set your account preferences to be
informed of outages when they become aware of them.
Marine Emergency
York Region Marine police #3 District, 3527 Baseline Road, Sutton, ON L4P 3E9
1-866-876-5423 ext. 7300
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